
Turning waste into 

resources for development



SRI Global Roundtable

an ISO Process

70
ISO IWA 

contributors

30
countries 

represented

15
consultation

events

1500
comments

received

1000
interested 

stakeholders

5
years process from 

1st idea to launch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGtgMYFK7ig


SRI builds capacities for sustainable recycling in 

developing countries. The programme is funded by the 

Swiss State Secretariat of Economic Affairs (SECO) and is 

jointly implemented by the Swiss Federal Laboratories for 

Materials Science and Technology (Empa) and  the World 

Resources Forum (WRF). It builds on the success of 

implementing e-waste recycling systems together with 

various developing countries since more than fifteen 

years.

http://www.seco.admin.ch/?lang=en
http://www.empa.ch/plugin/template/empa/3/*/---/l=2
http://www.wrforum.org/


SRI improves local capacity 

for sustainable recycling 

together with private and 

public institutions, as well as 

the informal sector in 

Colombia, Egypt, Ghana, 

Peru and South Africa

Recycling Initiatives Global Roundtable

Together with it’s stakeholders, 

SRI facilitates the development 

and implementation of the 

Guidance Principles for the 

Sustainable and Inclusive 

Recycling of Metals (ISO IWA 19: 

2017). 



SRI and the SDG’s – heavily 

interlinked



While the global primary metal supply 

is critical, waste streams are growing

Source: 

European 

Commission;
UNU/ITU/ISWA: Global 

E-waste monitor 2017



E-waste is the 
fastest growing 
waste stream in the 
world

Source: 
UNU/ITU/ISWA: Global 

E-waste monitor 2017



End of Life Recovery 

Rates are still low

Source: 
IRP: Recycling rates of 

metals 2011



E-waste is a real opportunity

Source: 

Sustainable 

Recycling Industries 

Programme 2017



Standards needed to avoid supply chain 

risks and protect the informal sector

renewable non-renewable secondary

Quality and sustainability standards?

?

• Critical raw materials

• Voluntary certification scheme for waste treatment

• For collection, transport and treatment facilities 



E-waste legislation is 

coming!

Source: 
UNU/ITU/ISWA: Global 

E-waste monitor 2017





Will run from 2019 to 2023

Objectives and activities: 

 Create adequate policy and legislative frameworks that enable the 

implementation of sustainable e-waste management systems

 Establish normative requirements and performance measures. They ensure a 

level playing field

 Advance the professionalization of the recycling industry by creating optimized 

and sustainable value chains and skilled businesses

 Provide locally adapted concepts and solutions for the safe treatment of 

problematic waste fractions

 SRI concepts and methods are strengthened in exchange with the international 

community of practice and have proliferated as global public goods. The 

Guidance principles will be transferred into an ISO standard.

SRI 2.0

Initiatives will be implemented in:

 Ghana

 South Africa

 Egypt

 Colombia

 Peru



SRI 2.0: 
Want to be part of the 

global roundtable 

connecting industry, 

policy makers and civil 

society?



Join us!

info@wrforum.org

Info@sustainable-recycling.com

www.wrforum.org

sustainable-recycling.org

@WRFSwitzerland


